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Meeting Minutes: Geoschools Project Meeting in Romania 
Location: Târgu Jiu, Romania 
Dates: 11-15 October 2024 
Host: Romanian Team 
 

 
 
 
Day 1 (11 October): Welcome and Introduction 
 
The meeting commenced with a warm reception at the County Library “Christian Tell,” where local 
authorities and partner schools were introduced. The hosts outlined the week’s activities, emphasizing 
the goals of fostering collaboration, sharing knowledge on geosciences, and advancing climate 
education. 
 
The day featured team-building exercises to help students and teachers connect across cultures, 
followed by a visit to the County Museum “Alexandru Ştefulescu.” Participants learned about 
paleontology, fossils, and the region’s geological heritage. The day concluded with an inspiring visit to 
the Endless Column Park, where participants explored the famous art of Constantin Brâncuși. 
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Day 2 (12 October): Hațeg UNESCO Global Geopark and Corvin’s Castle 
 
The group traveled to Hațeg UNESCO Global Geopark in Southern Transylvania. Here, participants 
discovered the region’s unique history, particularly the 65-million-year-old dwarf dinosaur fossils found 
in fluvial and lake deposits. Students and teachers were introduced to the concept of geoparks as living 
laboratories for climate change and geological education. 
 

   
 
In the afternoon, the group visited Corvin’s Castle, a grand renaissance fortress in Hunedoara. This 
cultural excursion provided insights into the historical significance of the area and its ties to natural 
resource use. 
 
Day 3 (13 October): Conference, Workshops, and Collaborative Projects 
 
A conference on “Conservation and Sustainability of Geoparks” was held at the Constantin Brâncuși 
University Hall. Local researchers and scientists presented on topics related to geoparks and climate 
change. Each project partner showcased their UNESCO Geopark, sharing strategies for integrating 
geoscience and sustainability into education. 
 
Participants enjoyed a guided tour of Târgu Jiu’s old town, led by the mayor, who shared stories about 
Brâncuși’s “The Table of Silence” in Central Park. The day ended with a creative workshop where 
students collaborated to create posters and slogans about climate change, fostering artistic expression 
and teamwork. 
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Day 4 (14 October): Excursion and Tree Planting 
 
Participants visited the Woman’s Cave in Baia de Fier, where they explored remarkable geological and 
archaeological findings, including the skeleton of a cave bear and a human skull that provided insights 
into early human life in Europe. 
 
In the afternoon, the group planted around 100 trees in the “Erasmus Forest,” a new initiative by the 
Romanian host school to promote environmental stewardship. Local students joined this activity, 
strengthening ties between communities and fostering awareness of sustainability. 
 
 
Day 5 (15 October): Closing and Reflections 
 
The meeting concluded with a ceremony where participants received certificates recognizing their 
contributions to the Geoschools project. Coordinators summarized the week’s achievements, including 
strengthened relationships between partners, meaningful advancements in collaborative projects, and 
significant progress on educational resources like the board game and lesson plans. 
 
Participants reflected on the mobility’s impact, with many expressing gratitude for the opportunity to 
exchange ideas and collaborate on addressing climate education challenges. The meeting concluded 
with anticipation for the next mobility in Turkey in April 2025. 
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Key Discussions and Decisions: 
 

• Lesson Plans and Geo-Activities: Partners reaffirmed their commitment to developing and 
refining lesson plans and geo-activities, ensuring alignment with project goals. 
 

• Board Game Development: Partners shared progress on the educational board game. 
Suggestions for improvement included incorporating multi-level questions, interactive 
elements, and prizes. 
 

• Collaborative Workshops: The creative workshop encouraged artistic expression, with students 
designing climate change slogans and posters. The collaborative nature of the workshop was 
noted as a model for future student activities. 
 

• Tree Planting Initiative: The Erasmus Forest project was recognized as an innovative way to 
combine environmental education with community engagement. 

 
Future Events 
 

• Partners will prepare for the Turkey mobility in April 2025, focusing on finalizing resources and 
presenting progress. 
 

• Upcoming webinars and online meetings were confirmed to ensure continued collaboration. 
 
Reflections from Participants 
 

• Icelandic Team: Expressed appreciation for the immersive experiences and intercultural 
collaboration. They noted the effectiveness of combining scientific and creative activities to 
engage students in climate education. 
 

• Romanian Team: Highlighted the success of the tree planting initiative and workshop, 
emphasizing the value of teamwork and community involvement. 
 

• Other Teams: Commended the balance of cultural exploration and educational focus, 
particularly the integration of local heritage and geoscience topics. 
 

• This meeting further solidified the Geoschools project’s goals of enhancing climate and 
geoscience education while fostering international collaboration and cultural exchange. 


